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Thursday 11 March 2010

COMPLEX ADMISSIONS PROCESSES AMOUNT TO ‘UNDER THE RADAR’ SELECTION – ADVISORY CENTRE FOR EDUCATION

A lack of openness, clarity and consistency across the secondary school admissions process confuses parents and disadvantages certain sectors of society, the Advisory Centre for Education (ACE) said today (Thursday). 

Many of the queries made to the charity’s helpline following National Offer Day are from parents who do not realise that working out the best applications to make for their child can be a very complex task. Too often they fail to take into account how realistic their chances are of getting a place, and consequently end up with an offer they do not want.

Where all community schools follow the same admissions guidelines, other types of school can base their decisions on completely different criteria. And where it is by no means the rule, it is a fact that the more popular a school is, the more complex its criteria can afford to be. 

Those parents who are less able to research and work out if they fit them are less likely to make informed applications. They include those who perhaps do not have English as their first language or who struggle with complex formal procedures, or they could be those whose own negative experience of school has impacted on their ability to deal with issues surrounding their children’s education. 

So non-community schools can, consciously or not, filter out children who may come from more disadvantaged backgrounds, amounting to unofficial, under the radar selection.

Angie Fenn, Head of Advice at ACE, said:

“At the moment children with less informed or less able parents can lose out in the admissions process. We feel if the system was simpler, clearer and more open, it would be fairer. All parents should be able to make prudent decisions regarding such important matters in their children’s education. If they could, a greater number would end up with a place they were happy with.”

ENDS



Notes to editors:

ACE is a small but extremely far-reaching charity that has been empowering the nation's parents and carers by providing them with free, independent advice on a wide range of educational issues for the past 50 years.

From humble beginnings in 1960, today we reach over 100,000 parents and carers every year through our advice lines and expert publications, and millions more through the specialist training we deliver directly to the heart of local authorities up and down the country.

Our expert knowledge, combined with the thousands of conversations we have with parents every year, has put us in a unique position to be a 'voice for parents' throughout our 50 years of lobbying for positive change in education law and policy.

Media contact: 

For further information or to set up an interview, please contact:
Sophia Fergus
PR & Communications Co-ordinator 
T: 020 7704 3388
M: 07533 455636
E: sophia.fergus@ace-ed.org.uk
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