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Friday 18 June 2010
ACE COMMENT ON FREE SCHOOLS PROPOSAL
In response to the government’s proposal to introduce a policy of creating ‘free schools’, Sam Murray, Head of Information and Policy at the Advisory Centre for Education, said:
 “Over the 50 years that ACE has been listening to literally millions of parents’ concerns about their children’s education, we hear that what parents want is a decent, local school that they can rely on to provide their children with a good, solid education.
 “As a representative body for parents, we do have concerns about the government’s ‘free schools’ proposals.
 “These free schools would be publicly-funded bodies, so caution must be exercised to ensure accountability is upheld within them.
 “Every school should comply with the same law and guidance surrounding admissions, exclusions and special educational needs.
 “Parents must have clear access to information and a well-defined route of redress for when there are problems.
 “And care must be taken to ensure co-ordination at a local level, ensuring there are not damaging knock-on effects to other schools.
 “We are concerned that these proposals would fragment an already confusing and inconsistent education system even further.
 “We look forward to engaging with the new government on this vitally important subject, helping to shape the changes that the government wants to make to the current education system for the benefit of parents and their children.”

Ends



Notes to editors:

The Advisory Centre for Education (ACE) is a small but extremely far-reaching charity that has been empowering the nation's parents and carers by providing them with free, independent advice on a wide range of educational issues for the past 50 years.
From humble beginnings in 1960, today we reach over 100,000 parents and carers every year through our advice lines and expert publications, and millions more through the specialist training we deliver directly to the heart of local authorities up and down the country.
Our expert knowledge, combined with the thousands of conversations we have with parents every year, has put us in a unique position to be a 'voice for parents' throughout our 50 years of lobbying for positive change in education law and policy.

Media contact: 

Sophia Fergus
PR & Communications Coordinator
Advisory Centre for Education
T: 020 7704 3388
E: sophia.fergus@ace-ed.org.uk
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