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EDUCATION SYSTEM SHAKE-UP: ‘SEEN IT ALL BEFORE’ SAYS PARENT POWER CHARITY
Advisory Centre for Education celebrates 50 years of supporting parents through times of change

As it celebrates its Golden Anniversary in an event at the House of Lords today (Monday), the Advisory Centre for Education (ACE) issued a statement assuring parents that no matter what overhauls the education system sees, the charity’s support and guidance will be a constant.

Since 1960, ACE has advised literally millions of parents on the workings of the ever-changing education system – a system that can be confusing and daunting, and can leave many parents feeling powerless in regard to their children’s schooling, particularly where there are problems.

As the Academies Bill makes its way through Parliament – today reaching Committee Stage – ACE and many other expert bodies have expressed concern that the proposed changes could mean considerable extra fragmentation to an already complicated system. The results could be that parents – especially the vulnerable – will struggle to engage effectively with the system and their children may suffer.

ACE Chief Executive Simon Hepburn says:

“It is somehow fitting that as ACE celebrates its 50th birthday in one room at the House of Lords, sweeping changes to the education system are being debated in another. In our history we have seen these huge shifts in education policy before, and we know how heavily we are relied on at these times.

“Our organisation represents real parent power in action.

“During the eleven years of a child’s compulsory education, most will come up against a problem at school at some point, and with education law and policy that constantly changes, thousands of parents every year would be lost without the free, independent advice that ACE provides. 

“The changes being debated today have far-reaching implications, but we want all parents and carers to know that they can always rely on ACE for clear, expert, up-to-date advice, by calling our freephone number 0808 800 5793 or visiting our website www.ace-ed.org.uk.

“We also look forward to engaging with the new government, bringing our 50 years of knowledge and expertise to the table for the benefit of parents and ultimately children.”


Ends


Notes to editors:

ACE is a small but extremely far-reaching charity that has been empowering the nation's parents and carers by providing them with free, independent advice on a wide range of educational issues for the past 50 years.

From humble beginnings in 1960, today we reach over 100,000 parents and carers every year through our advice lines and expert publications, and millions more through the specialist training we deliver directly to the heart of local authorities up and down the country.

Our expert knowledge, combined with the thousands of conversations we have with parents every year, has put us in a unique position to be a 'voice for parents' throughout our 50 years of lobbying for positive change in education law and policy.

Media contact: 

For further information or to set up an interview, please contact:
Sophia Fergus
PR & Communications Co-ordinator 
T: 020 7704 3388
M: 07533 455636
E: sophia.fergus@ace-ed.org.uk
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