 (
 NEWS RELEASE 
 NEWS RELEASE 
 NEWS RELEASE 
 
)[image: acelogo50anniversary_newsize3goldCMYK.jpg]
FULL TEXT OF PROFESSOR CARL PARSONS’ SPEECH TO
		ACE’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Delivered: Monday 21 June 2010, House of Lords


Chance has played a large part in the lives of everyone: for many of us being born in this country and not having to come here as immigrants making our way; being brought up the families we were part of, whatever their wealth, culture and character; receiving an education, or not, and having, acquiring or being given the ability to see ourselves through to whatever level of education and life chances. So much of this is not down to some inner worth or drive stemming from some genetic, in-built character.

What has this to do with 50 years of the Advisory Centre of Education? It is about three things which stick in my mind from my experience of ACE. Firstly, ACE has been operating since I was 12, which is a long time, and it has sustained a position as the place you could ring up and get advice. Over 10,000 parents country-wide do just that annually. Over 80,000 download material and increasing numbers participate in training and benefit from the publications. It is a mature, measured organisation focused on doing it is set up to do well and it has at this age a caring grandparent feel about it. Where else can a nation’s parents get this? 0808 800 5793. Google ACE and the Advisory Centre is the first to come up. There is nothing to rival it for accessibility, responsiveness and dedication.

Secondly, its vision is ‘A fair education system for all’. It is in a very substantial way, without being aggressive or flamboyant, a force for justice, an empowering  body for those struggling on education’s frontline, often out-gunned and underpowered in their struggle to get the best for their children in difficult circumstances. The publications on fixed period and permanent exclusion -practical guides to parents’ legal rights, along with the equally important booklet for young people who have been excluded, Having a say –all contain important material.

Thirdly exclusions, a particularly English curse which ACE has come to focus on more and more in its work, is an area of important work where ACE is the officially signposted agency for advice. This has been my area of research and policy involvement for 18 years. Being the official provider of telephone and web based support is important and ACE has done it well.  So congratulations, ACE, for 50 years of solid, sometimes imaginative work and always caring and supportive if from a distance. Wonderful to have had this independent and well-embedded national, stable organization for those in need in often desperate times.

Out of this last, I would like to present a challenge, predictable from the certain qualifications in the praise I would heap on ACE. The challenge is to get sensible change in what is a quasi-legal, punitive system, quite inappropriate in the age of Every Child Matters and an international embarrassment if only we listened to colleagues in neighbouring European countries. So, A senior health official from England can say on  a visit to Denmark, ‘Do you know, they don’t exclude pupils from schools here?’ The visitors to a seminar in England seeing a documentary showing and naming three boys running wild in a pupil referral unit, asked if they had similar television programmes in Holland, Belgium, France …. the reply was, ‘Oh, no. We would regard it as child abuse. We know YOU (English) do it!’ The Czech Republic headmaster, hearing an explanation of exclusions in England, was asked if they had even fixed period exclusions in his country, and replied, ‘Why would I want to do that?’ And we should note that within the United Kingdom, we are the champions of permanent exclusion, excluding at twice the rate of the Welsh and nearer ten times the rate in Scotland and Northern Ireland. Of course we imprison more young people at rates far higher than most European countries, child poverty is higher and we have that UNICEF Child Well-being league table which put the UK at the bottom, below even the USA which usually comes below the UK on measures such as this. 

So, ACE, how can you shape up to have an influence on the our contrived ignorance of how other countries do better on the exclusion front, draw attention ‘upstream’ to those factors which contribute to inequalities in school experience and press for more effort to make ALL our children happier and better cared for? A parting message is that some 24 local authorities permanently exclude children at very low rates or have achieved zero. And alternatives to exclusion have better outcomes and cost less to the services even in the medium term. 

Ends


Notes to editors:

Carl Parsons has a degree in Sociology, teaching experience in primary, secondary and young offender institutions and a PhD in the sociology of curriculum change in schools. He is well known for his work on school exclusions and is a respected evaluator. He has published on evaluation, the health promoting school, inter-agency working, critiques of education policy initiatives and the relationship of ethnicity and poverty to school exclusion. 

Carl contributes widely to conferences and staff development on matters concerned with school exclusion, disaffection and services to support disaffected young people and deprived communities. 

ACE is a small but extremely far-reaching charity that has been empowering the nation's parents and carers by providing them with free, independent advice on a wide range of educational issues for the past 50 years.

From humble beginnings in 1960, today we reach over 100,000 parents and carers every year through our advice lines and expert publications, and millions more through the specialist training we deliver directly to the heart of local authorities up and down the country.

Our expert knowledge, combined with the thousands of conversations we have with parents every year, has put us in a unique position to be a 'voice for parents' throughout our 50 years of lobbying for positive change in education law and policy.


Media contact: 

For further information or to set up an interview, please contact:
Sophia Fergus
PR & Communications Co-ordinator 
T: 020 7704 3388
M: 07533 455636
E: sophia.fergus@ace-ed.org.uk
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