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ACADEMIES BILL COULD THREATEN ACCOUNTABILITY, A ‘CORNERSTONE OF FAIRNESS’ IN THE EDUCATION SYSTEM, 
WARNS ADVISORY CENTRE FOR EDUCATION 

England’s leading education advice charity, the Advisory Centre for Education (ACE) today (Wednesday) expressed concern about the new coalition government’s Academies Bill. 

ACE has thousands of conversations with parents every year, and has represented parents’ interests in the development of education law and policy for the past 50 years. 

The charity warned that removing thousands of schools from Local Authority control could severely damage accountability in the education system, something ACE has campaigned passionately for on behalf of parents throughout its history.

ACE believes accountability in schools is about far more than just exam results. It is also about the way a school deals with important broader issues such as discrimination, special educational needs and bullying. And it includes the way parental concerns and complaints are dealt with.

Local Authorities perform an important check and balance role, and are a very effective form of accountability, which is lost every time a school is taken out of their control. With local community awareness and an advisory function that parents can call upon, Local Authorities are also answerable for how well the schools in their area comply with their legal obligations. And perhaps most importantly, Local Authorities are separate from schools but ultimately responsible for the education of children in their area.

ACE believes academies in their current form are less accountable for many reasons, some of which are:

· Much education law and guidance does not apply to academies.
· Parents’ involvement in school governing bodies can be severely cut back in academies, a blow to front-line accountability.
· Though they are publicly funded, academies are not termed ‘public bodies’ and so are exempt from provisions such as the Freedom of Information Act and the Disability Equality Duty.
· Parents will not have access to the new route for school complaints through the Local Government Ombudsman. Complaints will instead be dealt with by the Young People’s Learning Agency, a body the new government plans to cut back.

Sam Murray, Head of Policy and Information at the Advisory Centre for Education, said:

“Accountability is a cornerstone of fairness in the education system. When parents come up against any issue or concern regarding their child’s education, as most will at some point, they need to access to effective, local, external support.

“In those many individual circumstances that fall outside of the norm, parents can be left out in the cold with nowhere to turn. And in a system that is less consistent, less transparent and harder to navigate, the families that will suffer most are the vulnerable and disadvantaged.

Simon Hepburn, Chief Executive of the Advisory Centre for Education, said:

“Accountability is just one of the implications of this Bill that we are concerned about, amongst the many other possible knock-on effects to schools, parents and communities, and the wider education landscape.

“Though we have concerns about the Academies Bill and the Education and Children's Bill, we look forward to seeing the detail of them so we can deliver more informed feedback.”

ENDS

Notes to editors:
Please contact us on the number below for more information or to request an interview.

ACE is a small but far-reaching charity that has been empowering the nation's parents and carers by providing them with free, independent advice on a wide range of educational issues for the past 50 years.

From humble beginnings in 1960, today we reach over 100,000 parents and carers every year through our advice lines and expert publications, and millions more through the specialist training we deliver directly to the heart of local authorities up and down the country.

Our expert knowledge, combined with the thousands of conversations we have with parents every year, has put us in a unique position to be a 'voice for parents' throughout our 50 years of lobbying for positive change in education law and policy.


Media contacts:
Sam Murray, Head of Policy and Information
020 7704 3370
sam.murray@ace-ed.org.uk
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